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hand to a neighbor in need. In particular, I 
would like to recognize Neighbors 4 Neighbors 
for raising more than $10,000 for Michael, and 
Broward Sheriff’s detective Joe Kessling for 
his leadership and community activism. 

Madam Speaker, we must stop the dan-
gerous values of bullying and violence from 
being perpetuated in our schools and commu-
nities. Young people like Michael deserve a 
safe educational environment in which they 
can reach their full potential and become re-
spectful, contributing members of our society. 
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TWO NEIGHBORS COME TOGETHER 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, for almost 
two decades, the Republics of Turkey and Ar-
menia have been meeting to discuss a path-
way for normalization of relations. These diplo-
matic discussions were not easy and often in-
volved complicated multi-dimensional implica-
tions. However, on October 10th, the two 
neighbors signed a historic rapprochement, a 
ceremony which was followed around the 
globe. 

In the two protocols signed, the two nations 
agreed to establish diplomatic relations, nor-
malize their bilateral relations in all aspects, 
open their border and create a framework to 
determine their joint history. This agreement 
would not only bring stability to the region, it 
will also provide an example for other nations 
to come together to resolve their past dis-
putes. 

At their signing ceremony, the Turkish and 
Armenian foreign ministers were joined by for-
eign dignitaries from the United States, 
France, Switzerland, Russia, the European 
Union, and the Council of Europe. While each 
country’s parliament must now ratify these 
protocols, we should acknowledge the signifi-
cant progress for these two neighbors. 

The U.S. administrations of the past, as well 
as the current Obama administration, all sup-
port the diplomatic discussions between Tur-
key and Armenia. I want to commend both 
countries as they move this historic agreement 
through their respective parliaments. 
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KOREA-UNITED STATES FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, 
when President Obama meets tomorrow with 
South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, I en-
courage him to express his strong support for 
the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. 

Deepening the important economic ties be-
tween our countries benefits both sides. Al-
ready, Georgia does billions of dollars in trade 
with Korea each year. For Georgians in the 
3rd Congressional District, this relationship 
with Korea has yielded tangible benefits: thou-
sands of good-paying jobs. 

Korean automaker Kia has opened up a 
production facility in West Point, GA, and 

eventually will employ nearly 2,500 people in 
a region devastated by textile mill closings 
over the past 30 years. New jobs are always 
welcome, but they’re a lifesaver for many 
Georgia families as our State suffers with an 
unemployment rate above 10 percent. 

The plant will have a $6.5 billion economic 
impact on the local economy, creating up to 
20,000 new jobs as a result. Direct Korean in-
vestment is bolstering our economy and pay-
ing the bills for thousands of families in west 
Georgia. 

Lowering trade barriers between South 
Korea and the United States will produce 
more positive outcomes like the Kia plant for 
communities throughout this nation. Not only 
will American consumers benefit from cheap-
er, duty-free products from Korea, but also 
American businesses will sell more of our 
products in the Korean market. 

In 2007, Georgia businesses exported $397 
million worth of goods to Korea. Removing tar-
iffs on U.S. goods, particularly those com-
peting against protected Korean industries, 
could significantly increase that number. Agri-
culture remains my State’s No. 1 industry and 
KORUS FTA would eliminate tariffs and bar-
riers to Georgia farm products such as pea-
nuts, poultry and cotton. 

Madam Speaker, for my constituents in 
Georgia’s 3rd Congressional District, the 
KORUS FTA isn’t some academic lecture with 
line graphs. For Georgians, the benefits are 
tangible and observable. For the people in 
West Point, GA, Korean economic investment 
means jobs. Good jobs. Lots of jobs. 

The Congress has dragged its feet on pass-
ing this trade deal even though we’ve seen 
previous agreements work. In the first four 
years of the U.S.-Singapore FTA, Georgia’s 
exports to Singapore have grown 212 percent. 
Since NAFTA went into effect in 1994, Geor-
gia’s combined exports to Canada and Mexico 
have increased by 194 percent and since 
entry into force of the U.S.-Chile Agreement in 
2004, the State’s exports to Chile have grown 
93 percent. 

I encourage President Obama to keep these 
numbers—these numbers that represent real 
jobs for real Americans—in mind when he 
shakes hands with President Lee tomorrow. 

f 

GUANTANAMO DETAINEE TRANS-
FER IMPACT ASSESSMENT ACT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, recently, the ad-
ministration announced it may move up to 215 
Al Qaeda terrorists to Illinois. This proposal 
imposes an unnecessary new risk. We should 
slow down and answer basic questions. 

The facility is only 22 miles from a nuclear 
reactor. What precautions are taken? 

Commissions will be in Illinois—how will we 
protect the families of judges and jurors? 

We learned yesterday that two-thirds of the 
jobs claimed will be active-duty military. The 
Bureau of Prisons will hire no one over 37 
years old and will hire nationwide, not just Illi-
nois. 

The United States spent more than $50 mil-
lion to build the state-of-the-art Guantanamo 
Bay detention facility to keep terrorists from 

U.S. soil. Al Qaeda terrorists should stay 
where they cannot endanger Americans. 

Today I introduced the Guantanamo De-
tainee Transfer Impact Assessment Act of 
2009. My legislation prohibits the transfer of 
terrorists held at Guantanamo Bay to any lo-
cation in the United States unless the Presi-
dent presents to the State’s legislature a 
‘‘Homeland Insecurity Impact Statement’’ con-
ducted by the Government Accountability Of-
fice, in consultation with the Inspectors Gen-
eral of the Department of Homeland Security, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence, and the 
legislature then approves the transfer by a 
majority vote. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in en-
suring that a thorough threat and risk assess-
ment is conducted and shared with the elected 
representatives of the American people before 
any terrorist from Guantanamo Bay is brought 
to the United States. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the Republican adopted standards 
on earmarks, I submit the below detailed ex-
planation to Replace a Combined Sewer in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2996—Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2010 

Provisions/Account: STAG Water and 
Wastewater Infrastructure Project 

Name and Address of Requesting Entity: 
entity to receive funding for this project is the 
City of Peoria, located at 419 Fulton Street, 
Peoria, Illinois 61602. 

Description of Request: This project is in-
tended to control combined sewer overflows 
along Spring Street. This is part of a larger 
community initiative which the City of Peoria 
has committed $127 million towards. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE COAST GUARD 
AND MARINE CORPS PILOTS AND 
CREWMEMBERS LOST ON OCTO-
BER 29, 2009 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
the Coast Guard and Marine Corps pilots and 
crewmembers lost off the coast of California 
on October 29, 2009. 

On the evening of October 29, 2009, a 
Coast Guard C–130 based out of Sacramento 
in California’s Third Congressional District was 
suspected to have collided with a Marine 
Corps AH–1W Super Cobra. 

The following crew members of the Coast 
Guard C–130 are missing and presumed to 
have lost their lives in the line of duty: Lt. 
Cmdr. Che J. Barnes of Capay, California; Lt. 
Adam W. Bryant, of Crewe, Virginia; Chief 
Petty Officer John F. Seidman of Stockton, 
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